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Opportunity for PhD studies
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About 74 % of theses 
are funded

(100% for SPI - Lille)

2019  14 065 theses 
defended 
(about 50% for 
scientific domains)

Good news



Opportunity for PhD studies
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1yr after thesis: 
More than 85% are 
in employment

3yrs after: 
more than 90%

Professional integration rate



Opportunity for PhD studies
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Salary
(without taxes) Executive (senior) type job
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Where are there jobs for PhDs?
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Public – Academic sectorPrivate – Industry sector
Doctoral training will 

help you to make your 
choice

 2009 2017 2018

Effectifs totaux de R&D, chercheurs et personnels de soutien, France  387 848 442 016 452 970

  Entreprises    225 891 265 496 276 130

  Administrations    161 957 176 521 176 840

Effectifs des chercheurs    232 765 296 128 305 243

  Entreprises    133 701 180 446 188 817

  Administrations    99 064 115 682 116 427

Ratio personnel de soutien / chercheur    0,67 0,49 0,48

  Entreprises    0,69 0,47 0,46

  Administrations    0,63 0,53 0,52



Where are there jobs for PhDs?
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Research in industrial sector



Where are there jobs for PhDs?
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• Type EPST (Établissement public à caractère scientifique et 
technologique) : CNRS · IFSTTAR · INED · INRAE · INRIA · 
INSERM · IRD

• Type EPA (Établissement public à caractère administratif en 
France) : IGN · IHEST · Météo-France

• Type EPIC (Établissement public à caractère industriel et 
commercial en France): ADEME · BRGM · CEA · CIRAD · 
CNES · CSTB · Ifremer · LNE · ONERA

• Type EPSCP (Établissement public à caractère scientifique, 
culturel et professionnel): Grands établissements · 
Universités · Écoles normales supérieures 

Public sector  and research acronym



Evolution des emplois sous plafond des organismes sous tutelle du MESRI 2012 2019
Evolution 2012  / 2019

en effectifs en %

4 EPIC hors CEA - 6 EPST :
Plafond d'emploi (ETP) * 56 504 56 430 -74 0%

Exécution (ETPT) 52 670 48 906 -3 764 -7%

CNRS
Plafond d'emploi (ETP) * 28 638 28 597 -41 0%

Exécution (ETPT) 26 911 24 791 -2 120 -8%

INRA + IRSTEA
INRAE en 2020

Plafond d'emploi (ETP) * 11 055 11 019 -36 0%

Exécution (ETPT) 9 966 8 658 -1 308 -13%

Autres : 4 EPIC - 4 EPST **
Plafond d'emploi (ETP) * 16 811 16 814 3 0%

Exécution (ETPT) 15 793 15 457 -336 -2%

CEA ***
Plafond d'emploi (ETP) * 11 632 16 149 4 517 39%

Exécution (ETPT) 11 497 16 083 4 586 40%

* inscrits en loi de finances initiale ** INED, INRIA, INSERM, IRD, BRGM, IFREMER, CIRAD et CNES

*** à partir du PAP 2015, le CEA intègre dans ses effectifs la direction des applications militaires (DAM)

Source : DGRI-PAP et RAP

Where are there jobs for PhDs?

Public sector  MESRI



Typical jobs in public sector
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 Attaché Temporaire d’Enseignement et de Recherche 

In relation with University – Research and teaching  - 
you can apply to the call during your 3rd year thesis

A.T.E.R.

Post-Doc

Non permanent 
position

In relation with Research Lab- You can apply only 
after thesis defense – Reply to job offers

Permanent 
position

MDC

CR

Assistant professor with University – Research and 
teaching  

Chargé de Recherche – Researcher with 
EPST/EPA/EPIC 

Gross Salary: from 2221 € to 4999 €

Gross Salary: from 2300 € to 4740 €  

12
IR Ingénieur de Recherche – R&D with 

EPST/EPA/EPIC 
Gross Salary: from 2038 € to 4999 €
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Researchers at CNRS – Situation in France
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Open position during the last 5 years

To be compared with more than 12 000 
thesis/year + open to international recruitment

2019: 250 open 
positions



Researchers at CNRS – Situation in France
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Open position during the past years

About 4 to 6 positions /sector !!!



Researchers at CNRS – How to apply
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How to apply to open positions ?

PhD

Publication requirements:
A number, with high impact factor

Propose a Research project in relation with a Lab of CNRS

Audition with a jury
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Assistant professor – Situation in France
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Open positions during the last 5 years

To be compared with more than 12 000 thesis/year



Assistant professor – Situation in France



How to apply as Assistant Professor - 
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CNU – Comité National des Universités

FOCUS ON 2020 – OPEN POSITIONS IN FRANCE



How to apply as Assistant Professor - 
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FOCUS ON 2020 – open positions vs number of candidate 



How to apply as Assistant Professor - 
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Section 25 Mathématique 

Focus on recruitment during the past years 

– CNU Group 05 (Sections 25, 26) – 

Section 26 Mathématique



How to apply as Assistant Professor - 

Focus on recruitment during the past years 

– CNU Group 05 (Section 27) – 

Section 27 Informatique



How to apply as Assistant Professor - 

Focus on recruitment during the past years 

– CNU Group 09 (Section 61) – 

Section 61 Génie informatique, automatique et traitement du signal



How to apply as Assistant Professor  
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https://www.conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/
And have a look to the section specific recommandations 
https://cnu27.univ-lille.fr/qualification-note.html

Example of section 27

Informations

PhD

Publications requirements (minimum):
1 international publication in journal with review (RICL) 

              and  good ranking 
or 1 international ranked conference with proceedings

Teaching experience
Minimum 64H with students

 

Practical information about qualification 

Validity of the qualification: 4 years

https://www.conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/


How to apply as Assistant Professor  
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https://www.conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/
And have a look to the section specific recommandations 
https://conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/entite/entit
eName/CNU/idChild/33/idNode/4243-4270

Example of section 61

Informations

PhD with very good reviews

Publication (minimum):
1 paper as first author in a good international journal 

referenced by Journal Citation Report (JCR) 

Teaching experience in higher eduction
Minimum 64H with students

 

Practical information about qualification 

Validity of the qualification: 4 years

https://www.conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/
https://conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/entite/entiteName/CNU/idChild/33/idNode/4243-4270
https://conseil-national-des-universites.fr/cnu/#/entite/entiteName/CNU/idChild/33/idNode/4243-4270


Qualification MCF CNU27

http://cache.media.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/file/statistiques/07/0/27_938070.pdf

Qualification MCF CNU25

How to apply as Assistant Professor  



Qualification MCF CNU61

http://cache.media.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/file/statistiques/07/0/27_938070.pdf

How to apply as Assistant Professor  



How to apply as Assistant Professor  

Qualification
202n-202n+4

Open positions in French Universities 
(see 
https://galaxie.enseignementsup-recherche.gouv.fr/antares
/can/astree/index.jsp)

Contact the laboratory 
+ research team

Contact the teaching 
component for each position

Write a specific 
application dedicated to 
the lab/team/teaching 

component

Selection
Committee

Interview with 
the selection 
committee

(Presentation + 
Questions)

A long process …

Assistant 
Professor at 
University

Practical information about recruiting process

Give seminars in 
Labs you are 
interested in
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Conclusion

Source : ESR/Guillaume Miquelard

Maximize chances by having contacts previously 
to the hiring phase.

Have a look at all the positions, not only 
Assistant professor in Universities 
(EPST, EPIC, EPA…).

Do not neglect doctoral training to open up more 
job opportunities.
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THANK YOU
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